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Message Text 


SHISSLER REQUESTS CAO CONVEY THE FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO 
MINCULT. (BEGIN TEXT) 

CONTRARY TO OUR SIGNED PROTOCOL WITH MINCULT, MOST OF 
GRAPHIC WORKS, INCLUDING ALL THOSE FROM THE HERMITAGE, 

HAVE BEEN SHIPPED TO US IN FRAMES. OUR AGREEMENT WAS THAT 
THESE WORKS WERE TO COME UNFRAMED SO THAT THEY COULD BE 
COVERED HERE WITH ULTRAVIOLET-FILTERING (UF-3) PLEXI- 
GLASS AS A PRESERVATION PRECAUTION. IN FACT, MINCULT 
WOULD ONLY AGREE TO LET WATERCOLORS TRAVEL TO THE USA IF 
WE AGREED TO UNDERTAKE THESE MEASURES. SAKHAROVA DOES NOT 
FEEL SHE HAS THE AUTHORITY TO GRANT PERMISSION TO BREAK 
THE SPECIAL SEALS ON THE BACK OF HERMITAGE FRAMES AND 
TRANSFER WORKS TO NEW FRAMES WITH UF-3 PLEXIGLASS WHICH 
GALLERY HAS PREPARED. WE HAVE STRESSED THAT THE WORKS 
THEMSELVES WOULD NOT BE TOUCHED-ONLY THE MATS WOULD BE 
HANDLED AS THE WORKS ARE TRANSFERED. WE WILL REFRAME WORKS 
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AS DESCRIBED ABOVE IN ORDER TO MEET OUR OBLIGATION UNDER 
PROTOCOL AGREEMENT, BUT WE WISH TO INFORM MINCULT THAT WE 
ARE DOING SO. (END TEXT) CHRISTOPHER 
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